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8 
N my former Letter, I N to you my ob- 
jection to the Oath of Supremacy; and in 
this Letter 1 beg leave to lay before you ſome ob- 
ſervations on the Declaration againſt I ranſub- 
ſtantiation, but not as it is a Dogma, or Doctrine 
of a Church. Two French Divines, Mr. Arnauld 


and Mr. Claude, have, in their conteſt, exhauſted 


in a manner every argument that can be offered 
by a reaſonable man on either fide of the queſtion ; 
but I mean to conſider the Declaration as it is a 
principal part of the political Initiation of an 
Engliſhman, or the Teſt of admiſſion into the 


rights of a Britiſh fubje&. It is this Declaration 


that forms the great chaos, or boundary, between 
the elect or choſen ſubjects, who are to enjoy all 
the liberties and privileges of Freemen, and the 
reprobate, who, refuſing to ſign this Declaration, 
are condemned to live, if not under the preſſure, 


at leaſt under the everlaſting apprehenſion of laws 


highly penal, and are ſubjected to many diſabilities 
and vexations. Before I examine this mode of pro- 
bation, ordained for trying or proving men guilty 
of the Crime of  Popery, it is proper to explain 
that part of the Crime of Popery which I omitted 
in my laſt Letter, and which, according to Mr. 
| | | : Locke, 
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Locke, and the ableſt writers on the ſubject, con- 
ſiſts in the opinion, or doctrine, that perſons of 
the Popiſh Communion are not bound by a moral 
or conſcientious obligation to keep faith with thoſe 
they call Heretics, or to fulfil promiſes that are 
made to perſons of a communion different from 
their own; alſo that Abſolutions or Bulls may 
be obtained from their Chief Paſtor, the Biſhop 
of Rome, to diſpenſe with the internal obligation 
of fulfilling ſuch promiſes. ES 4 5h 
In accuſations 7 matters of opinion, no con- 
ſequences ought to be imputed but what the ac- 
cuſed admit as a part of their tenets: for example, 
many conſequences may be inferred from the Pre- 
deſtinarian doctrine, that would be very pernicious 
to, human ſociety ; but however juſt the reaſoning 
may be, ſtill if the Predeſtinarian does not admit 
thoſe conſequences to be a part of his principles, 
it would be very unjuſt to puniſh or cenſure the 
Predeſtinarian for conſequences deduced by his 
adverſaries, and not by himſelf. Wherefore in 
ſuch accuſations the profeſſions of the party ac- 
cuſed ought to be admitted as evidence, as he 
alone can be conſcious of what are his internal 
principles. Now thoſe who are accuſed of this 
part of the Crime of Popery, conſtantly deny thoſe 
imputations, and ſay their doctrine is, that the 
Religion of any of the contracting parties does 
not affect, or any ways diſcharge, the conſcientious 
obligations of fulfilling the contract, and that 
only the party, to whom a right is acquired by a 
valid promiſe or agreement, can remit or diſpenſe 
with the engagement; that all diſpenſations what- 
ſoever, to the prejudice of ſuch perſon, are void; 
that no perjury, or other evil, is to be committed 
in order to propagate Religion, or that any other 


good 
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good may enſue from it; that the catechiſms, or 
Books of inſtruction, in their hands, teach no 
ſuch doctrine as that which they are accuſed of; 
and if any ſuch doctrine is to be found in. 
the mouldy pages of ſome obſcure writers, and 
produced by the violence of party ſpirit, written 
perhaps to palliate the faithleſs conduct of Princes, 
and which has no relation to common life: Ro- 
man Catholics are inſtructed to renounce and de- 
teſt ſuch doctrine, as contrary to natural and re- 
vealed religion, and big with miſchievous con- 
ſequences to human ſociety. To confirm this 
repreſentation of their doctrine, Roman Catholics 
appeal to matter of fact, and aſk if they are not as 
faithful in their dealings as perſons of other per- 
ſuaſions. The Spaniards, for example, are thought 
the moſt intolerant in their zeal; they ought 
therefore to obſerve leſs good faith than other 
people in their tranſactions with thoſe who differ 
from them in religion; yet the caſe is ſo far 
otherwiſe, that greater confidence is placed in 
them, particularly in that great trade which is 
carried on to the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, than is 
done in any other branch of commerce; and if 
the moſt rigid Calviniſts of Holland or New 
England were factors to the Britiſh merchants, it 
may be queſtioned whether they would tranſact 
the buſineſs with more diſintereſted fidelity. 

The Roman Catholic ſubjects of the Proteſtant 
Princes in Germany are employed in their armies, 
and are not accuſed or ſuſpected of being wanting 
in the fidelity they have ſworn to their Sovereigns. 
In Holland, the Roman Catholics are very nu- 
merous, and are remarkably attached to the Pro- 
teſtant government of their country; they were 
never accuſed of betraying the cauſe of the Re- 

B 2 public 
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feelings of the man, and ought not to 


6 
public, when the Biſhop of Munſter, and after - 


wards Lewis the Fourteenth, had conquered great 


part of the United Provinces. The late Stadtholder 


was ſo convinced of their fidelity, that upon the 
Roman Catholics making ſome complaint, that 
wiſe humane Prince not only redreſſed their 
grievance, but aſſured them there were no people 
in the Seven Provinces on whom he would more 
willingly rely for the defence of the State, or the 
protection of his own perſon. Perſecution might 
have made a Dutch Roman Catholic a bad ſub- 
jet; but that would have been "_ to the 

| e attri- 
buted to the principles of his religion. Suſpicions 
and jealouſies in the minds of the perſecutors, 
and diſcontent and reſentment in thoſe who are 
perſecuted, are conſequences naturally arifing from 
perſecution among men of all Churches and of all 
nations, 

Mr. Locke, it is true, mentions in his firſt 
letter on Toleration this want of fidelity in con- 
tracts with perſons of a different religion, and 
the admitting of the Primacy of the Biſhop of 
Rome, as conſtituting the Crime of Popery. But 
vou will pleaſe to obſerve, that he wrote his firſt 
letter in Holland, where he had been forced to 
retire by thoſe who were thought to favour the 
ſucceſſion of the Duke of York to the Crown of 
theſe realms; and ſomething muſt be allowed for 


| Mr. Locke's perſonal provocations, and for the 


violence of the times and of his patron, Lord. 
Shaftſbury. Beſides, a ſyſtem of Toleration, which 
included Roman Catholics, might, 'at its firſt ap- 
pearance, have been rejected by all his friends, 
and conſtrued into a diſapprobation of ſome of _ 
their meaſures ; but in the long letters which he 
puvliſhed 
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publiſhed after the Revolution, on the ſame ſubject, 
and where the ſame exceptions would naturally have 
occurred, the violence a {pirit being abated by 
ſucceſs, he takes no further notice of thoſe objections 
againſt Roman Catholics, but clearly proves liberty 
in religion to be the general right of all mankind ; 
ſo that on cooler deliberation he appears to have 
thought that all his fellow-Chriſtians were in- 
titled to the fame Toleration which he would have 
allowed to Jews, Mahometans, and Pagans. If 
one Church 1s to be excepted our of the ceneral 
rule of Toleration, on account of ſoine objections 
to its Tenets, or for the miſconduct of ſome of its 
members in times paſt, it is very obvious that 
arguments will not be wanting for excepting others, 
whenever the more powerful Church is inclined 
to ſeverity, or, to ſpeak more properly, whenever 
a predominant party in the State is determined to 
uſe the pretence of religion tor oppre fling or extir- 
pating its opponents. Perhaps there never was 
an inſtance which more clearly ſhewed how far 
mankind might be carried away by party ſpirit, or 
miſtaken zeal, than in this accuſation, becauſe the 
Roman Catholics of Great Pritain and Ireland are 
in a manner the only propis who ſuffer for not 
ſwearing and ſigning Declarations. They have 
never been accuic or ſuſpected of occaſional con- 
formity; and among thanſ-ives, they no longer 
conſider a perſon as of their cormmunion who has 
conſormed. They mult have been patient or weak 
to 2 degree of inſenſibility, to be 10 often deprived 
of their property, ard to {ufcr many vexations 
under a great number of penal laws, beſides all 
the weight of infamy and viliftving reproaches that 
have een thrown upon them for two centuries 
paſt, if they might have avoided all their ſufferings 
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by obtaining diſpenſations for perjury, or if they 
could have fatisfied their own conſciences by 
equivocations, or any ways juſtified to their own 
minds the ſwearing or profeſſing what. they do 
not believe to be true. But what proves their 
innocence, even in the opinion of thoſe who have 
decreed their puniſhment, is the manner of their 
trial, which is quite inconſiſtent with the accu- 
ation ; ; for the Legiſlatures of theſe Kingdoms 
muſt undoubtedly have ſuppoſed Roman Catholics 
to have a proper ſenſe of the obligation of oaths 
and promiſes, when they ordained them to be 
tried on penal ſtatutes by no other evidence but 
that of their own Oaths and Declarations, and to 
be thereby exempted from all penalties. It would 
be manifeſt contradiction to puniſh perſons for 
not ſwearing and ſigning Declarations, and at the 
ſame time to ſuppoſe them regardleſs of Oaths and 
other ſolemn engagements. 

The hardſhip the Roman Catholics ſeem juſtly 
to complain of is, that they are not tried for the 
crimes or criminal opinions they are accuſed of, 
but for their doctrine concerning the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, which is a very harmleſs 
dogma that ought to offend no man, as it has no 
relation to human ſociety, or to the duties of the 
ſubject or of the citizen; that they are ſuppoſed 
to i guilty of holding criminal tenets, but are 
tried on one that 1s clearly and avowedly in- 
offenſive, and being convicted of that their inno- 
cent belief, the Crime of Popery is imputed to 

them; that according to the rules of juſtice, in 
all other caſes, men are tried for the crimes they 
are accuſed of: but this is one of the incon- 
ſiſtencies that uſually attends perſecution, and is 
a proof, among many others, of the erroneous 

principles 
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principles on which it is founded. The Primitive 
Chriſtians were in like manner accuſed of every odi- 
ous principle, and of every vice that could diſgrace 
human nature ; but the Teſt on which they were 
tried was by their offering incenſe to the ſtatue of 
Jupiter, or by ſome other Pagan rites; and by 
their conforming to that Teſt, they were at once 
acquitted of all the crimes imputed to the Pro- 
feſfors of the Chriſtian Religion. They were 
never examined about their inceſtuous nightly 
meetings, their magical incantations, their murder 
of infants, their drinking human blood; no in- 
quiry was made about all the other crimes im- 
puted to them ; they were acquitted of them all, 
and deemed entirely innocent, if they ſhook the 
incenſe-box before the ſtatue of Jupiter; but if 
they refuſed, they were condemned as guilty of 
all the horrid crimes annexed to the name of 
Chriſtian by the miſrepreſentations and prejudices 
of their Pagan fellow-ſubjects. 

The Spaniards alleged many crimes and many 
doctrines, dangerous to the State, againſt the 
Moors and Jews; but they were not tried on thoſe 
heads of accuſation; their whole examination was, 
whether they had undergone circumciſion, or their 
never having been known to eat the fleſh of ſwine. 
A humorous writer has ſtated a caſe that may 
help to ſhew the abſurdity of this mode of trial. 
A man was accuſed of ſtealing a horſe ; but when 
he was brought to his trial, no inquiry was made 
about his taking away the horſe, or whether the 
horſe had been ſeen in his poſſeſſion, or about any 
other circumſtance that tended to prove his guilt; 
but the fole queſtion was, whether the horſe had 
grazed in a round or in a ſquare field. If the 
| field was proved to be round, the man was con- 

| demned 
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demned as guilty of horſe-ſtealing ; but if it ap- 
peared. by the evidence that the field was ſquare, 
the man was acquitted and declared innocent. 
This mode of trial for horſe-ſtealing appears un- 
Juſt and abſurd to every body, becauſe there is no 
party influence, no falſe zeal to miſlead our judg- 
ments. The Roman Magiſtrates were carried 
away by popular clamour, and the apprehenſion 
that the tutelar Deities of the Empire were 
offended by the enormous crimes of a profane and 
blaſphemous race- of men called Chriſtians, and 
therefore in their pro&edings againſt them they 
were not to be influenced by the common rules 
of equity, which ought to guide their judgments 
in all other caics. You, Sir, have ſuch a diſcern- 
ment and inſight into yourſelf, that you have ac- 
knowledged, with great .candour, - that you are 
under mountains of prejudices againft Popery, as 
you expreſſed yourſelf, which have been formed 
from your earlieſt youth down to the preſent time, 
from the firſt inſtruction you received from your 
old nurſe, who bid you beware of Popery, down to 
the laſt lecture on Prophecies, in which you imagine 
it was clearly proved, that every Papiſt is a mem- 
ber of the body of Antichriſt. 

That I may not have to encounter againſt this 
formidable weight of prejudices, and that you 
may confider the objections to the Declarations, 
which are a part of the national Teft, with more 
impartiality, it may be proper that you ſhould 
hear them from a man who is not a Papiſt, but 
who is a member of the Greek Church, and who has 
as great a diſlike to the Pope of Rome as you have. 
This Greek then having perhaps in his breaſt ſome 
ſparks of that love of freedom which once ani- 
mated the heroes and ancient inhabitants of his 

country, 
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country, and hearing there was an Iſland where 
Civil liberty was the ſole end of its government, 
and where men were governed by known and 
written laws, and not by the arbitrary will of 
Vizirs and Baſhaws, he learns the Engliſn language, 
and comes to be admitted a free citizen in this land 
of liberty; and for this purpoſe he applies to a 
Counſellor, learned in the law, to be informed 
what he is to do, and what previous diſpoſitions he 
is to make for obtaining ſuch a favour. Thelearned 
Counſel gives his opinion: he apprehends the beſt 
method to be purſued in ſuch caſes is, to apply for 
an Act of Parliament for naturalization; that there 
were two foreigners, a Portugueſe Jew and a German 
Moravian, who intended to ſolicit for ſuch an Act 
of naturalization, and you, Sir, ſays the learned 
Counſel, may join with them, which will ſave a 
confiderable expence. I ſuppoſe you will make 
no more difficulty than they do, in taking a bit of 
bread and a ſup of wine, in one of our Churches, 
and that you will abjure the Pope and the Pre- 
tender, and ſign the Declaration againſt Tranſub- 
ſtantiation. But as in your own country you 
Greeks hear Maſs, I am of opinion you may be 
ſuſpected of the Crime of Popery, though your 
Pope may live at Conſtantinople. In fuch caſes, 
there are two other Declarations which you muſt 
likewiſe ſign. You Greeks are not ſuſpected of 
any attachment to the Pope of Rome, and the 
claims of the Pretender are no longer ſupported 
by perſons of any denomination. I will read to 
you the Declarations, in order that you may de- 
termine whether you will comply with that part 
of the political Initiation which the law requires, 
as every man muſt purge himſelf of all ſuſpicion 
of his being popiſhly affected, before he is ad- 
| C mitted 
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mitted to the rights and franchiſes of a ſubject of 


this realm. Pray, Mr. Greek, attend to the words 
of theſe Declarations. 


The firſt Declaration, ordained by an Act of 
the twenty- fifth of Charles the Second, was in the 


following words: 


& J, A. B. do declare, that I do believe, that 
& there is not any Tranſubſtantiation in the Sacra- 
« ment of the Lord's Supper, or in the Elements 
ce of bread and wine at or after the Conſecration 


Lal 


* thereof by any perſon whatſoever,” 


After five years it was diſcovered, that the 
elements of bread and wine might be changed into 
the ſubſtance of the human body, or ſome other 
ſubſtance, and that the declaration was falſe, if 
underſtood in the general and indefinite manner 


in which it was firſt - worded. 


Therefore by an Act made in the thirtieth year 
of the reign of Charles the Second, the follow- 


ing Declaration was fixed upon as the national 
Teſt: 


« I, A. B. do ſolemnly 4 8 in the 
ec preſence of God, profeſs, teſtify, and declare, 
« that I do believe, that in the Sacrament of the 
« Lord's Supper there is not any Tranſubſtantiation 
& of the Elements of bread and wine into the 
« body and blood of Chrift, at or after the con- 
& ſecration thereof by any perlon whatſoever; and 
„that the invocation, or adoration, of the Virgin 
« Mary, or any other Saint, and the Sacrament 
« of the Maſs, as they are now uſed in the Church 
e of Rome, are ſuperſtitious and 1dolatrous. And 
« do ſolemnly, in the preſence of God, profeſs, 
« teſtify, and declare; that I do make this De- 

« claration, 


nun 
ee claration, and every part thereof, in the plain 
and ordinary ſenſe of the words, read unto me, 
% as they are commonly underſtood by Engliſh 
« Proteſtants, without any evaſion, equivocation, 
4 or mental reſervation whatſoever, and without 
c“ any diſpenſation already granted me for this 


*« purpoſe by the Pope, or any authority, or per- 


ſon whatſoever, or without any hope of any 
ſuch diſpenfation from any perſon or authority 
© whatſoever, or without thinking that I am, or 
% can be, acquitted before God or man, or ab- 
« ſolved of this Declaration, or any part thereof, 
cc although the Pope, or any other perſon or 
« perſons, or power whatſoever, ſhould diſpenſe 
cc with or annul the ſame, or declare that it wa 
< null and void from the beginning.” | 
If you refuſe, Sir, to ſign theſe Declarations, 
you are not only incapacitated to receive the benefit 
of an Act of Naturalization, but you are alſo, in 
the eye of the law, guilty of the Crime of Popery, 
and your poſterity, though born ſubjects of this 
realm, if they refuſe to conform to this Teſt, will 
be excluded from our honourable profeſſion, ren- 
dered incapable of purchaſing any permanent pro- 
perty, and deemed unworthy of ſerving the State, 
even in the loweſt capacity, If the Wile of your 
Son becomes a member of our Church, if ſhe 
leaves her huſband, if ſhe takes away his children, 
he will be compelled to maintain them by our 
Courts of equity both in England and Ireland. 
If your Son has landed property, his own children 
may take it from him; if he leaves children and 
a- wife of the ſame religion as his own, and 
by his will appoints her, or other perſons po- 
piſhly affected, guardians of his children, the 
Courts of equity will ſet the will aſide, and 9 
C 2 or 
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for guardians perſons who will teach his children, 
that their Popiſh parents, their relations, and all 
of that communion, were Children of the Man of 
fin and the Whore of Babylon, the Spawn of the 
Dragon and the Members of Antichriſt. Miſtake 
me not: I never heard theſe appellations in the 
Courts of equity, but I have heard them often 
from the. Pulpit. Although the Courts of equity 
mitigate the ſevere letter of the law in other caſes, 
yet they extend the laws againſt Popery, and have 
ſubverted the decrees and the common rules. of 
property, that had been long eſtabliſhed, in order 
that the Papiſt may not avoid his puryſhment, as 
in the caſe of Roper and Ratcliffe. Your de- 
ſcendants continuing in the profeſſion of your 
religion, will allo be expoſed to many other 
vexatious and grievous penalties, enacted by a great 
number of penal laws; and they may be hanged 
for hearing Maſs, and their Prieſts may be hanged, 
drawn, and quartered, as guilty of high treaſon ; 
from which ſevere laws, according to my opinion, 
you will not be exempted by your Maſs being ſaid 
in Greek; for you have the ſame folly and ab- 
ſurdity in the belief of impoſſibilities, and the 
fame idolatry and ſuperſtition in your mode of 
worſhip, which we profeſs the Church of Rome 
to be guilty of by theſe Declarations, which are 
eſtabliſhed by our laws, and have been frequently 
confirmed by the legiſlature of this Kingdom. But 
as you ſeem ſurpriſed, let me tell you for your 
comfort, that though none of theſe moſt ſevere 
laws have ever been repealed or mitigated, and 
though you can neither have liberty of Religion, 
nor legal 'Toleration, yet by the lenity of Govern- 
ment, and the moderation of the preſent times, 


you may be connived at, and not perſecuted by 
: | thoſe 


( 13 ) 
thoſe laws that depend on the will of the Magi- 
ſtrate, and permitted to live in this Kingdom, and 
have the ſatisfaction of hearing and reading all 
our talkers and all our writers declare, that 
Religious liberty 1s one of thoſe general and inde- 
feaſible rights which God and nature have given 
to mankind, | | 

Before I conclude, I muſt defire you, Mr. Greek, 
not to run away with a notion, that when I con- 
ſider you as guilty of the Crime of Popery, I 
mean that you are in communion with the Pope of 
Rome, or hold any correſpondence with the emiſ- 
ſaries of that See. No, Sir, the word Popery 
means any thing that 1s odious, and ſtands in op- 
poſition to the principles of the Man who pro- 
nounces the word. So the growth of Popery, 
when mentioned' in the Northern part of this 
Iſland, or in the mouth of a Proteſtant Diſſenter 
from our Church, means only that a conſiderable 
number of Diſſenters attend the places of divine 
worſhip of the Church of England. Some well- 
meaning perſons were deceived a few years ago, 
by this application of the word Popery to the 
Church of England. The doctrine generally be- 
lieved in our Church, concerning good works and 
ſome other of our tenets, are commonly called 
Popery by the Diſſenters; and in like manner, our 
written and eſtabliſhed form of prayer, as it is 
oppoſite to their extempore cant, they call the 
language of the beaſt ; the decent ſurplice of our 
miniſters, a rag of the whore of Babylon; and 
Epiſcopacy 1s, according to them, the abomination 
of deſolation in the Holy place. Thus they apply 
the prophetic parts of the Old and the New Teſta- 
ment againſt us, much in the ſame manner as we 
apply them againſt the Church of Rome, T be 
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word Popery is often made uſe of for party pur- 
poſes; and in the mouth of a Republican it means 
a diſpoſition to ſubmit to Epiſcopacy in the 
Church, and to Monarchy in the State, and to 
thoſe diſtinctions of ranks among men which are 
contrary to his levelling principles. In order to 
diſtinguiſh his meaning from that of other people, 
who uſe the word in a different ſenſe, he com- 
monly adds the word Slavery to the word Popery; 
but the legal or technical meaning of the word 
Popery is no more than a refuſal or non-com- 
pliance with the law, which requires -ſwearing 
fuch Oaths, and ſubſcribing ſuch Declarations. 
Whether the man believes the dogmas of our 
Church or of any other Church, or whether he 
believes any dogmas at all, is a matter quite in- 
different, provided he conforms to the ſpecific 
ſwearing and figning which the law drdains. 

I call the refuſal to ſwear and ſign, the Crime 
of Popery, becauſe no offence is juſtly puniſhable 
by human laws; but Crimes, or breaches of the 
order of ſociety, Whether the not ſigning theſe 
Declarations is, in its own nature, criminal, it be- 
longs not to me to determine. The law has 
made it a crime, and, no doubt, conſiders it, if 
we judge by the ſeverity of the puniſhments, as a 
very atrocious crime. I, for my part, always 
follow the rule laid down by the great oracle of 
our profeſſion, Lord Coke, never to think myſelf 
wiſer than the law. The eſtabliſhed opinions of 
the Courts of equity are a part of our law, and 
have the fame weight of infallibility over my mind, 
that Lord Coke attributes to the law; and if the 
Courts of equity ſupport wives againſt huſbands, 
and children againſt parents, and deprive widows 
and relations of the infants left to their care, that 
TORY” | people 
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people may receive the true light of the goſpel, 
inſtead of the fopperies of your tawdry religion, 
it is my duty to coincide with the opinion of the 
Courts of equity. 

The Greek anſwered : Moſt learned Counſellor, 
permit me to requeſt that you would withdraw 
your attention from thoſe immenſe volumes that 
load your ſhelves, and for a ſhort time conſult the 
tablets of your own heart. There you might 
read, in indeliable characters, what Solomon diſ- 
covered three thouſand years ago, That it is im- 
poſſible for your Courts of equity, and all the 
power of the magiſtrate, to give to ſtrangers the 
ſame tender feelings that parents have for their 
own offspring. The ſeeds and progreſs of virtue, 
during our youth, depend on our regard for. our 

arents, and for thoſe family relationſhips, which 
in well-diſpoſed minds fix our affections, and 
have an influence more or leſs over all the actions 
of our lives. : 

By deſtroying the unions that conſtitute private 
ſociety, and by aboliſhing in the minds of young 
perſons thoſe laws of nature which were prior to 
all magiſtrates, and which ought, in a certain 
degree, to remain independent of all Civil juriſ- 
diction, you eradicate the ſeeds of virtue, and 
remove a natural principle which the hireling 
guardian ſeldom or never can replace. It is for 
want of this principle, as a Frenchman obſerved, 

that out of ſo many thouſand children who are 
ſent every year to the Foundling Hoſpitals, there 
are very few who ever become worthy members 
of ſociety. 

And I imagine that minors, taken from their 
natural guardians, and the relations and friends of 
their family, are divided in their affections, 
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whether to adhere to filial duty and the ſuggeſtions 
of nature, or to believe their progenitors to have 
been the manſters deſcribed by their legal in- 
ſtructors, and the modern interpreters of pro- 
phecies. They probably hover between oppoſite 
principles, and embrace none, but fall the un- 
happy victims of thoſe harpies who feed on the 
vices of friendleſs and unprincipled youth. I ap- 
peal to yourſelf, whether in all the courſe of your 
obſervation, the life and conduct of ſuch unhappy 
minors have not confirmed the truth” of my con- 
jecture. Your pretence of religion, and doing 
what is moſt advantageous for the children, makes 
me recolle& what the Turkiſh Cadi ſaid, when he 
took away a younger brother and ſiſter of mine. 
My afflicted parents were weeping over their un- 
happy progeny, when the Cadi told them: What 
I do is for their good. Your daughter promiſes 
to be very handſome; ſhe may be admitted into 
the Seraglio of his Sublime Highneſs, and may 
have the glory of giving a Sultan to the world ; 
or if the black Eunuch rejects her, ſhe may be 
ſent to the Seraglio of a Beglerbeg or of an Aga, 
an honour much preferable to that of being the 
wife of one of you miſerable Greeks.” To your 
ſon I open the road to all the honours and prefer- 
ments of our vaſt Empire ; and what is more, he 
will be taught the pure worſhip of the true God, 
inſtead of all your idolatries and ſuperſtitions. 
We ſhall require no other Teſt of the purity of 
his faith, but that he ſhould declare that God is 
God, and Mabomet is his Prophet, inſtead of 
thoſe long Creeds, Abjurations, and unintelligible 
Confeſſions of faith of you Greeks, and of your 


brother Infidels in the Northern and Weſtern parts 
of Europe, | 
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I repreſented to the Cadi, that the ſame God 
was the author of the law of nature, and the re- 
vealer of all true religion; that to ſet aſide that part 
of the law of nature which related to parents and 
children, under pretence of propagating a purer 
worſhip of the Deity, was to ſuppoſe a contrariety 
in the will of God, or that his will, as revealer 
of the purer religion, was contrary to his will as 
the author of thoſe laws of nature which he had 
fixed in the human mind, but that in his divine 
laws all was conſiſtent; that the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian diſpenſations had confirmed and enforced 
that part of the law of nature, and the ſame was 
done in many parts of the Alcoran. But the cruel 
Cadi would not liſten to what I alledged, and was 
not moved by the tears of infants, the lamenta- 
tions of diſconſolate parents, and the der anguiſh 
that appeared in all the relations and friends of 
our family. | 

I ſuppoſe thoſe circumſtances would have had 
more influence in your Courts of equity. 'The 
maxim laid down by your 'oracle, Lord Coke, 
which you have adopted, and which debars you 
from all enquiry into the propriety and the juſtice 
of your laws, ſeems to me to be calculated only for 
thoſe countries where tyranny is indigenous, and 
where deſpotiſm has for ever reigned ; for thoſe 
ſolitary nations, who have little communication 
with other people, and ſeldom enjoy the pleaſure 
of free converſation among themſelves; where 
laws, cuſtoms, manners, and even dreſs remains 
the ſame for many ages: but in this country, 
where men may diſcloſe their ſentiments with the 
greateſt freedom, where there is a liberal inter- 
courſe of ſociety among yourſelves, and likewiſe 
with foreigners of different nations, from whence 
5 53 enſues 
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enſues a perpetual fluctuation in your dreſs and 
faſhions, in your ideas and principles, and in your 
public or commercial intereſts: inſuch a country the 
laws ought not to be unalterable, like thoſe of the 
Medes and Perſians, but ſhould be accommodated 
to the times, to the increaſe or variations in your 
commerce, and to all thoſe political relations be- 
tween your kingdom and the other powers of 
Europe, in which your glory and national intereſt 
are concerned, 

To apply this to the laws by which thoſe De- 
clarations were eſtabliſhed which you have been 
reading, I muſt deſire you to obſerve, that ſince 
thoſe laws were, enacted, many revolutions have 
happened, which. ought to have an influence on 
your negociations with foreign ſtates, and on the 
interiour police of your country. There are many 
reaſons why the members of the Greek Church 
ſhould be confidered in another light than they 
were in the reign of your Charles the Second. 
A great Empire has been formed in the North, 
where our religion 1s the religion eſtabliſhed by 
law, though a Toleration is wiſely granted to per- 
ſons of all other religions. A firm alliance with 
the Ruſſian empire is, in many reſpects, of great 
1mportance to the Britiſh nation. Your commerce in 
the Ruſſian harbours of the Baltic is very beneficial, 
and every year increaſing. If the paſſage to the 
Black Sea is made free, your merchants may diſcover 
almoſt a new world, to which your manufactures 
may be carried, and from whence valuable returns 
may be made. It was to that Sea our firſt. ad- 
venturers went in ſearch of the Golden Fleece. 
There the Armenians, the great merchants of the 
Eaſt, may bring you the raw filk and other pro- 
duces of the northern provinces of Perſia, _ 
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of all the countries that lie between the Caſpian 
and the Black Seas. The Danube runs through 
the moſt fertile part of Europe, and the adjacent 
countries are ſtored with minerals of every kind. 
The Boriſthenes, the Tanais, and the other nor— 
thern rivers, may ſupply you with naval ſtores, 
and many important articles of commerce. Be— 
ſides the trade of our country, the inhabitants of 
the coaſts of Greece and of the iſlands of our 
Archipelago may be uſeful mariners; and, having 
no attachment to the goverment under which we 
now live, we are the fitter to be incorporated 
among the Britiſh ſubjects. Do you think, Sir, 
it is of no conſequence to the glory of your king- 
dom, to your reputation for wiſdom and know- 
ledge, to your commercial intereſts and various 
connections with the people of other countries, that 
the Greeks, the Ruſſians, the Armenians, and all 
the Chriſtians of that great part of the globe which 
extends from Ethiopia to the frozen Seas of 
Muſcovy, and from the ſhores of the Caſpian Sea 
to thoſe of the Baltic and the Adriatic, ſhould 
be told that throughout the Britiſh dominions 
they are under a general law of proſcription, that 
they cannot be naturalized, and their children, 
though born within your realms, may be ſubject 
to various puniſhments, under ſeveral penal laws, 
and that they are liable to all theſe hardſhips for 
no other-cauſe but that of the imputed Crime of 
Popery, of which crime they are ſuppoſed to be 
guilty, if they do not ſubſcribe to Declarations by 
which they renounce the dogmas of the Greek 
Church, and of all the Oriental Chriſtian Churches? 
And what will appear extreamly aſtoniſhing to all 
thoſe nations is, that the dogmas required to be 
renounced by thoſe Declarations, under ſuch ſevere 
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enalties, have not, and are not 5 to 
Be, any influence over the moral obligations 
of man to man, or to the ſocial duties of any 
members of a civil ſociety. | 
As this ſubject has a relation to the honour of 
your country and of its laws, I hope, Mr, Coun- 
ſellor, you will permit me to ſtate my objections 
to the particular parts of theſe Declarations, and 
to give you my reaſons why I cannot ſign them. 
You will pleaſe to recollect, that after the Jews 
had rejected the light of the goſpel, and of 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation, we were the moſt fa- 
voured nation. It was principally to us that the 
tidings of ſalvation, through the merits of Chriſt, 
were announced, and the ſacred books of this new 
law were all, or for the moſt part, written in our 
language. Now if I ſign the Declarations, I muſt 
in fact admit, that you underſtand the meaning 
of theſe books, in their original language, better 
than we do; and not only better than we modern 
Greeks do, who may be ſuppoſed to be ſtupefied 
by the long and ſevere government of ignorant 
Turks, but alſo better than the ancient Fathers of 
our Church, through whoſe hands theſe books 
have been tranſmitted to us; and even better than 
our anceſtors, the Corinthians, to whom St. Paul 
explained this myſtery ; for I have never heard of 
any diſſenſions in our Church, concerning this 
myſtery, though we have long details of all our 
religious controverſies, which unhappily had too 
much influence over the ſtate and government of 
our Empire. As our firſt Chriſtian anceſtors re- 
ceived daily the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
and as the celebration of this myſtery is, and 
always was, conſidered as the great Act of Re- 
ligion in our Church, no alteration could be made 
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in our doctrine concerning it, without violent con- 
tentions, particularly in a nation ſo inclined to 
diſputation as we were. You talk of abſurdity 
and impoſſibility. Theſe words might be uſed 
with propriety, if the dogmas of Chriſtian faith 
were inferences drawn by human reaſon ; but the 
real Chriſtian, when by his reaſon he is convinced 
of the authority of a divine revelation, has no 
other motive for his belief, or his aſſent to par- 
ticular tenets, but that authority of the revelation 
to which he had before aſſented in general, as 
coming from God; and when queſtions or doubts 
ariſe, his only inquiry is, what has been revealed 
by Chriſt and taught by his Apoſtles. Our Syſtem 
is, that man's original fin was an inordinate deſire 
of knowledge, beyond what was allotted to him, 
in his firſt ſtate of probation ; his principal puniſh- 
ment was darkneſs, ignorance, and errors; and 
theſe were ſuitable to his crime. The atonement 
likewiſe, which men are to offer to the Deity for 
the fault of their firſt parents, is admirably adapted 
to the nature of the tranſgreſſion, and is a ſacrifice 
of the human pride in its reaſoning faculty, or a 
ſubmiſſion of the underſtanding to the obedience 
of faith, in believing myſteries incomprehenſible ; 
a ſacrifice which you offer, when you believe that 
three diſtinct perſons are one God, or when you 
believe that the ſecond perſon, or the Word, 
aſſumed our human nature, and that an infinite 
almighty Being became a man of ſorrows, and 
the outcaſt of, the people. But I do not mean 
to diſturb your belief: what I complain of is, 
that you will not allow other men to beheve their 
myſteries, in the ſame manner as you deſire not 
to be moleſted in the belief of your own. You 

would call the proceeding an unjuſt and cruel per- 
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eien if, the Arian, the Jew, or the Mahometan 
puniſhed the belief of your Trinity and Incar- 
nation by the ſame ſevere laws, the ſame re- 
roachful revilings, to which you condemn a 
brother Chriſtian, who believes Tranſubſtantiation. 
I know the opinion of the Turks, and that 
they are much more offended at the myſteries you 
aſſent to, than at the myſtery you have rejected. 
The latter they look upon as a ridiculous; abſur- 
dity, but the others they call blaſphemy and i im- 
piety. A Turk might apply to you a paſſage in 
aur Goſpel, and would probably tell you, why 
don't you pull the beam out of your own eye, 
before you pull the moat out of the eye of your 
brother? Another circumſtance appears to me 
very ſurpriſing, which is, that you have ſingled 
out for your national Teſt, the diſavowal of a 
dogma, which is one manner of explaining the 
myſtery of the Lord's Supper, before you had 
ſettled among yourſelves ſome other uniform man- 
ner, or form of words, for explaining that myſtery. 
Jou havę ſaid what it is not, but you have not 
ſaid what it is. In your Thirty nine Articles, you 
condemn our manner of explaining it, but ſay 
nothing about your own. Your modern Divines 
do not ſeem to me to be agreed on this ſubject 
any better than thoſe who firſt ſettled the dogmas 
of your Church. I have read two of them; the 
one ſeems to have taken a ſyſtem from a great 
lumber- room of Rabbinical learning, and, buildin 
his explanation on the Jewiſh ritual, he tells us 
the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper is a feaſt in 
commemoration of a ſacrifice. This doctrine was 
certainly not built on that Rock on which Chriſt 
built his Church; for I am told it was blown 
down by one obſervation, that the death of Chriſt 
| was 
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was a ſin- offering, and that according to the 
Jewiſh ceremonial law, there was no feaſt in com- 
memoration of that kind of ſacrifice that was called 
a ſin-offering. The other Divine has given a very 
plain and very intelligible account of the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, by ſhewing it to be 
no more than what you called it, eating a bit of 
bread and drinking a ſup of wine, to the memory 
of a departed friend. This explanation ſeems to 
remove all doubt and all myſtery ; but this cannot 
be the ſacrament, of which if a man partakes, 
he is to live for ever; and if he receives it un- 
worthily, he eats and drinks damnation unto him- 
ſelf. Such rewards and ſuch puniſhments cannot 
relate to the mere eating a bit of bread and drink- 
ing a ſup of wine. | 

If Chriſt had intended nothing more, his fol- 
lowers would not have forſaken him, when he firſt 
announced this myſtery to the Jews. All the 
bleſſings he had beſtowed, all the figns and 
wonders he had wrought, could not retain them, 
or gain their aſſent to a doctrine that contradicted 
all their former ideas. Fleſh and blood could not 
reveal ſuch a myſtery. Only the heavenly Father 
could give ſuch a faith to the choſen Apoſtles, 
who declared that what appeared '1mpoſſible and 
abſurd to other men, was to them, as St. Peter 
expreſſed it, the words of eternal life, You muſt 
perceive that after your laws have forced me to 
renounce my ancient belief, I ſhall be at a loſs 
what to put in its place. I am told there are two 
or three hundred different. explanations of the 
ſacrament of the Lord's Supper. Muſt I read 
and compare all that Polemic Divines have written 
on the ſubject? My life might not be long 
enough for finiſhing ſo laborious a taſk; or if I 
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accompliſhed it, my doubts might ſtill remain, 
and my perplexities might be increaſed by ſo many 
contradictory arguments. In ſuch a tired, unde- 
termined ſtate of mind, I might be compared ta 
Noah's Dove, which, after having long wandered 
over uncertain and ever-moving waves, found no 
place to reſt upon, till it returned to that Ark 
from whence it had flown. | 

That part of the Declaration which you read to 
me, and by which the Sacrament of the Maſs, as 
uſed in the Church of Rome, is declared to be 
idolatrous and ſuperſtitious, I could not in con- 
ſcience profeſs, even if I thought as you do, that 
there was nothing more than bread and wine in 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper ; for, in m 
opinion, the ſins of idolatry and ſuperſtition de- 
pend on the intention of the perſon who is guilty 
of them. Now if you aſk a member of the 
Church of Rome, or if you aſk me, who muſt 
be conſcious of what paſſes in my own mind, my 
intention, or what I mean to do, when I attend 
at our Greek Maſs, I ſhall anſwer you, that my 
only defign 1s, to adore and worſhip the almighty 
eternal Lord of all things, and the God-man 
Chriſt our Redeemer. If I think his body and 
blood preſent where they are not, it 1s an inno- 
cent error, which cannot riſe to the guilt of 
idolatry and ſuperſtition. Suppoſe a Jew being 
informed of the miracles wrought by Chriſt, had 
come to adore the promiſed Meſſiah, and meeting 
with Judas Iſcariot, and deceived by his haughty 
and ſelf- important air, he had adored the Apoſtle, 
inſtead of his meek and humble Maſter, would 
you judge the innocent miſtake an act of idolatry 
and ſuperſtition? When the Iſraelites moſt un- 
gratefully forſook the worſhip of the God of oy. 
the 
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the God who had delivered them from their cap- 
tivity, and when they danced round the Golden 
Calf, a repreſentation of one of the Egyptian 
Deities, they were, no doubt, guilty of idolatry ; 
but when Moſes, knowing that ſome corporeal 
object was neceſſary to preſerve the idea of a 
divine worſhip in vulgar minds, had formed a box, 
or cabinet, called the Ark of the Covenant, in 
which the tables of the law were depoſited, the 
honours paid to the Ark were not 1dolatrous ; 
neither did King David incur the guilt of Idolatry 
when he danced before it, becauſe the worſhip of 
the Ark was referred to the God of Ifrael, whoſe 
laws it contained. 

The word Superſtition, I have been told, is 
derived from the Latin word Superſto, I ſtand 
upon, which was made uſe of when the Magician 
had formed a circle, to ſignify that thoſe preſent 
at the incantations ſtood upon, or within, the 

Circle which they thought would preſerve them 
from the evil ſpirits raiſed by the magical arts of 
the Necromancer. This derivation may help to 
fix the meaning of the word, according to which 
the ſin of ſuperſtition ariſes not from the action, 
but from the intention with which it 1s performed. 
If I gaze at the ſtars, to calculate their motions, 
my time is well employed in acquiring a know- 
ledge that may be uſeful to mankind ; bur if I 
conſider the face of the Heavens, as a book of 
fate, on which the lives and actions of men de- 

pend, I fall into that ſuperſtitious curioſity, called 

Judicial Aſtrology. It I read the Bible, to in- 

ſtruct myſelf in the commandments of God and 
his divine revelations, it is a laudable and pious 
action; but if I read a part of the Bible, by way 
of a charm, to cure the ague of a man, or the 
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lameneſs of a horſe, I am guilty of Superſtitions 


The Maſs, or any other human action, may be 
made ſubſervient to ſuperſtitious purpoſes ; but 
if it is confidered, as I believe it always is, as a 
prayer, or unbloody ſacrifice offcred to God, like 
that of Melchiſadec, I can diſcover no reaſon why 
you ſhould call it ſuperſtitious. 

The Declaration, in the general words in which 
it is expreſſed, that * the invocation, or adoration 
of the Virgin Mary, or any other Saint, as now 
uſed in the Church of Rome, is ſuperſtitious and 
idolatrous,” is, I imagine, Learned Counſellor, 
inconſiſtent with your own principles: Permit 
me, like my countryman, Socrates, to aſk you 
a few queſtions on the ſubject. Is it idolatry 
and ſuperſtition to call the faithful ſervants of 
God by the honorable appellation of Saints ? 
or to dedicate Churches to God, under the name 
of Saint Mary, Saint Peter, Saint Paul, &c? or 
to allot particular days to commemorate the virtues 
of thoſe Saints, and to ordain particular prayers _ 
or ſervices for thoſe days? or will you venture to 


ſay that all thoſe practices are holy and proper 


for divine worſhip, when performed by a member 
of the Church of England, but that the ſame 
practices performed with the very ſame intention 
by a member of the Church of Rome, become 
acts of idolatry and ſuperſtition? or if you will 


not ſay this, where do you fix the point? or in 


what part of the Popiſh worſhip the fins of idolatry 
and ſuperſtition may be ſaid to begin? Is it 
idolatry and ſuperſtition in us Greeks, or in thoſe 
of the Latin Church, to call the Virgin, bleſſed 
through all generations ? To repeat the ſame 
words that were addreſſed to her by the heavenly 


meſſenger of our Lord? Are we guilty of thoſe 


ins, 


( 27 ) 

las, when we pray that the Angels of God may 

rotect us? or when we ſay that the Angels of the 

ittle children ſee the face of the Father that is in 
Heaven ? or when we believe that there is joy in 
Heaven on the converſion of a ſinner ? May we not 
entertain in our minds ſentiments of gratitude for 
thoſe Beings who intereſt themſelves in our eternal 
welfare? may we not expreſs our grateful ſenti- 
ments by thankſgivings? may we not defire and alk 
a' continuance of that ſolicitude for our happineſs 
hereafter? The rich man in the Parable called 
upon Father Abraham; was that an act of idolatry 
and ſuperſtition ? was it conſidered in that light by 
the Jews? would our divine Maſter have inſtructed 
us by a Parable which might induce us to invoke 
Abraham, if ſuch invocation was idolatrous and 
' ſuperſtitious? You, Sir, or rather the more rigid 
Reformers, ſeem to look upon God as upon ſome 
narrow-minded earthly Monarch, who is jealous 
of the popularity of any of his miniſters. We 
believe that Heaven's almighty Lord is pleaſed 
with the honours that are paid to his ſervants. 
He commands us to love, him with a love of 
ference, by which we prefer his will to our own 
will, or to the will of any other creature. But 
this ſupreme love does not exclude the love of 
our neighbour. Quite otherwiſe. We are in- 
Joined the love of every human Being ; and this 
is a commandment like unto the firſt. If we. 
may, if we are bound to love God, firit, in him- 
ſelf, and then in thoſe creatures he commands us 
to love, why may we not worſhip him, firſt, in 
himſelf, as the father of lights and giver of all 
good, and then worſhip him in thoſe ſervants, 
whom he has made partakers of his glory? If 
the inferiour love of our neighbour is not dero- 


gatory, 
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8 49 ö 
atory to, but is a neceſſary part of our ſupreme 
ave of God, why may not inferiour honours ren- 
dered to intelligent Beings, as the miniſtering 
ſpirits and ſervants of God, be a proper part 
of the worſhip that is offered to God as a final 
object of all love and eternal veneration ? 

I would not have you imagine, Mr. Counſellor, 
that I believe all the falſe legends, or all the pre- 
tended miracles that have been impoſed on the 
credulity of mankind, or that T approve of the 
various abuſes in the werſhip of the Saints, which 
may tend to make religion appear ridiculous, or 
the work of Prieſtcrafr, and which may want to be 
reformed in our Greek, as well as in the Romiſh 
Church. All I mean to prove by the queſtions 1 
have aiked you 1s, that the worſhip of the Saints (as 
it is underſtood by thoſe members of the Greek and 
Latin Churches, who know the true principles of 


- 


their religion) is not idolatrous and ſuperſtitious; 


and if you will give candid and diſpaſſionate an- 
ſwers to theſe queſtions, you will be ſurpriſed to 


find our opinions to approach much nearer to each 


other than you had before imagined ; and you will 
at leaſt begin to doubt whether we are guilty of 


' ® adolatry and ſuperſtition. 


You told me I might live under that precarious 
and temporary protection, called connivance. But 
that I could have had under a Turkiſh Baſhaw, in 
my own country, where I ſhould not have had the 
mortification of ſeeing others baſk in the ſunſhine 
of liberty, while I and my poſterity are doomed to 
ſervitude and dependence on the mere compaſſion 
of our fellow ſubje&s; for connivance is not liberty, 


it is not toleration; it is only a ſuſpenſion of 
tyranny, You hold the ſword of perſecution againſt 


me'; 


( 29. ) 
me; but at this time, as I do not happen to give you 
any offence, you do not thruſt it into my breaſt. 
You are not, I believe, inclined to make a jeſt 
of my diſappointment ; otherwiſe I ſhould think 
you meant to laugh at me, when you talk of 
liberty in religion as a right that no power upon 
earth ought to take from me. How can you ap- 


prove of your laws n ſo different a language 


from that in which you ſpeak yourſelf? Other 


nations may groan under ſevere laws made by 


their deſpotic Sovereigns, to whom the cruelty of 
their laws ought principally to be imputed; but 
you glory that Britiſh ſubjects are the makers of 
their own laws; and if perſecution diſgraces your 
laws, it reflects upon your nation. May you long 


enjoy the true glory of being your own legiſlators, - 


and all the ineſtimable privileges belonging to the 
happy conſtitution of your Government! I muſt 
return to Greece, to inform my countrymen, what 
they will with ſome difficulty believe, that, ac- 
cording to the conſtruction of your laws, they are 
all guilty of the Crime of Popery ; and for their 
comfort I will add, that*they are leſs reſtrained in 
the exerciſe and profeſſion of their religion, under 


the Turkiſb government, than many of theWeſtern & 


Chriſtians who refuſe to profeſs the religion eſtab- 
Uſhed by the laws of their country, | 
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